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ADVISORY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES 

Of

January 27, 2010
A meeting of the Advisory & Finance Committee was held on Wednesday, January 27, 2010.  The meeting was called to order by the Chairman, William Driscoll at 7:30 p.m. and was conducted at the Plymouth Town Hall, in the Mayflower II Meeting Room, 11 Lincoln Street, Plymouth, Massachusetts.

PRESENT
Thirteen members of the Committee were present: 

William Driscoll, Linda Benezra, Mathew Muratore, John Moody, Michael Hanlon, Richard Gladdys, David Cote, Dottie Gay, Christopher Merrill, Robert Nassau, Cornelius Bakker Patricia Whalen, and James Sweeney.
ABSENT
Two members of the Committee were absent: 

Larry Rubin and Michael Vernazzaro
AGENDA ITEMS 
Snow & Ice Deficit Spending Request $475,000

David Gould Acting DPW Director presented a request for Snow & Ice Deficit Spending for $475,000.  There was discussion and questions regarding the current costs, number of drivers in a truck, outside contractors as well as the cost per mile for snow removal. 

Linda Benezra moved to approve $475,000 as presented. 
Mathew Muratore, second.  The motion carries unanimously.   

FY2011 BUDGET BOOK PRESENTATION 

Lynne Barrett Director of Finance gave a brief introduction of items contained in the FY2011 Budget Books.  Ms. Barrett pointed out specific areas in the book such as the budget guidelines, sources and uses, and revenues and expenditures. 

SPRING ANNUAL & SPECIAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT ARTICLES: 
ATM – ARTICLE 18 - Senior Citizen Deferral 
Anne Dunn Director of Assessing presented information regarding Article 18.  Ms. Dunn indicated, currently the income level for Clause 41A - Tax Deferral, for seniors, has a gross receipt limit based on the previous calendar year of $40,000.  Chapter 182, Section 14 of the Acts of 2008 allows communities to increase the amount of gross receipts that seniors may have to qualify for a property tax deferral.  She indicated this would tie the maximum allowable increase to the income limit in the state circuit breaker tax credit for senior single filers.  

The amendment allows the legislative body of each community to increase the income amount by any amount up to the income limit established by G.L. c. 62 sec 6(k) for the “circuit breaker” state income tax credit for single seniors who are not heads of households.   For Tax year 2009, the limit is $51,000; this income limit would go into effect for Fiscal 2011. 
Ms. Benezra inquired about the number of people who currently take part in the program.  Ms. Dunn indicated there are 16 people who take advantage of the program.  Mr. Muratore asked why more people do not take advantage of the program.  Ms. Dunn explained the Town is protected by placing a lien the property. She added that many people are weary of having liens placed on their properties so they choose not to participate in the program. 
James Sweeney moved to approve as presented.

Mathew Muratore, second.  The motion carries. Richard Gladdys and John Moody voting in opposition.   

ATM – ARTICLE 17A – School Medicaid Reimbursements - $249,059 
Gary Costin School Business Manager presented information regarding Article 17A, School Medicaid Reimbursements. Mr. Costing indicated the funding is used for vendors, nurses and health aids as well as software used for tracking students and supplies. 

Mathew Muratore moved to approve as presented for $249,059.
Linda Benezra, second.  The motion carries unanimously.   

ATM – ARTICLE 17B - Agricultural Student Transportation - $67,211.
Gary Costin School Business Manager presented information regarding Article 17B, School Agricultural Transportation.  

Mathew Muratore moved to approve as presented for $67,211.

James Sweeney, second.  The motion carries unanimously.   

ATM - ARTICLE 11 – Household Hazardous Waste Collections, $50,000
Fire Chief Edward Bradley presented information regarding Article 11 for Household Hazardous Waste Collections.  Chief Bradley indicated the original request has been reduced due to a new vendor, PCS Environmental Services of Rhode Island, who has been able to provide a lower bid to the Town.  

Patricia Whalen moved to approve as presented for $50,000.

Christopher Merrill, second.  The motion carries unanimously.   

ATM - ARTICLE 23 – Land Swap Pinehills for the Town’s Communication Tower 
Fire Chief Edward Bradley presented information regarding Article 23 for a land swap with the Pinehills for the Town’s Communication Tower.

Mathew Muratore moved to approve.

Robert Nassau, second.  The motion carries unanimously.   

ATM - ARTICLE 29 – Amend General Bylaw, Chapter 14, Fire Alarm Systems 
Fire Chief Edward Bradley presented information regarding Article 29 for a proposed bylaw amendment for Fire Alarm Systems. 
John Moody was concerned with the fines being too small and felt that an increase in fines to cover the cost for the Town to respond to a call would be more appropriate. 
David Cote moved to approve.

Robert Nassau, second.  
John Moody moved to amend the main motion by increasing the fines by doubling.
Michael Hanlon, second.   The amended motion carries. Cornelius Bakker abstained. 

The main motion carries as amended.    

ATM - ARTICLE 4 – Town Committees, Formation, Organization, Continuation 
The Plymouth Center Steering Committee and Cedarville Steering Committee are requesting to continue and be reviewed in three years at 2013 Annual Town Meeting with no changes.  
Mathew Muratore moved to approve.

Robert Nassau, second.  The motion carries unanimously.   

OLD/NEW BUSINESS
Mr. Driscoll reminded members to post all sub-committees meetings at least 48 hours in advance in accordance with the Open Meeting Law.  
The Sub-Committee Budget Template, as amended, was accepted as a guide by the Committee and will be used for uniformity.
There was a brief discuss regarding an article in the Old Colony Memorial about the theft of cash at the Fire Station.  Some members expressed concerns since the Director of Finance recently discussed internal controls, which were being implemented to mitigate theft.
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Linda Benezra moved to approve.

John Moody, second.  The motion carries unanimously. 

ADJOURNMENT 


Michael Hanlon moved for adjournment.



Linda Benezra, second.  The motion for adjournment carries.  
The meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Pamela L. Borgatti
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